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"14 Brief C onfutarion of Atheiſm. 


Countryman. Truly I was thinking of 
ſomething of another Nature : I was 
wondring, why our Miniſter yeſter- 
day ſhould be at ſo much pains to 
prove, that there is a God ; when this 
Corn, and every thing, I ſee, proves, 
that there muſt be a God, and Maker 
of all things. His Diſcourſe, I remem. 
ber, was againſt the Atheiſts, as he 


called them. The word is not Eng- 
ish, I think; nor, I hope, the Thing 


neither ; if an Atheiſt be one, that be- 


lieves no God. Pray, Sir, what is an 


Atheiſt. - 


Pjbiloſt An Atheiſt > An Atheiſt is a 
Monſter, Friend. 


Conntr, I thought, Sir, he had been 
r RG 
* "Philof. Yes; he has the ſhape of a 


Man, but without Eyes or Brains. And 
I fee one of this kind coming; you 
| ſhall hear what he has to ſay for him- 
ſelf. Sir, your Servant. What do you 
think, my Neighbour here and I were 
talking of? He tells me, he wonders, 


that there ſhould be any man in tbe 


world, that can disbelieve the Being of 


* - * 
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A Brief Confutation of Atheiſui. 
Atheiſt. All the Blockheads in the 
World believe a God ; and ſo do all 
your Children. 

Philoſ. And do they not believe , 
chere i is a Sun too? 

. Atheiſt, And all the Women believed 
a Deity too till of late; but now the 
Women begin to be Wiſer. \ 

Philoſ. Wiler. 

Aiubeiſt. Wiſer, Sir. For I muſt tell 
you; Parts and Learning and Conver- 
ſation are requiſite to make an Atheiſt. 

Philoſ. IJ have heard of a Laundreſs 
that was an eminent Epicurean 3 and 
of old Time, we find in Atbenzat, that 
he was reckoned, but an ill Cook, 'who 
was not well read in Democritus and 
| Epicurews. 


k Atheiſt. Were all the Cooks Atheiſts 
t . 
Pbiloſ. I hope not; but the Philoſo- 8 
y of Atheiſts was, z ſeems, thought 
= for the Kitchin than for the 
Schools. 


Atheiſt. I fi ain, ever Foot be: 
lieves «dl * ag 0 


* Not eye Fool. Fe or the. 
ery * 5 Fool 


4 #4 Brief Confutation of Atheiſm. 
Paal hath ſaid in bis heart, there is no 
God; and as, Sir William Temple ſome- 
where obſerves, it is ftrange that the 
Fools of David's Age ſhould be the 
Wits of ours. Your Atheiſts may per- 
haps lead captive ſome weak Women, 
or as weak Men, an eaſy Prey, prepared 
to receive all their Follies, as the Ora- 
cles of Reaſon, And the leaft Figure, 
you know, looks big at the head of a 
few Cyphers. Come, come, if Atheiſts 
will ſtand to their Point, and talk like 
themſelves, they muſt renounce their 
Reaſon, and their very Senſes, as well 
mobi i 
© Atheiſt. How ſo? 
 Philoſ. Does the Sun ſhine ? 
Altbeiſt. Does it not? 
 Philoſ. Prove it. 1 
Atbeiſt. It proves it ſelf, and needs 
no other proof, nor is capable of any. 
Pßbiloſ. Why, can there be no Light 
_-without the Sun? 
- _ | veils. Thereman 
_ _- , Philo). There is not only Light, but 
Day, when no Sun appears. And how 
do you prove that the Sun makes the 
Co . 


* 


A Brief C onfutation of Atheiſm. 


Day, becauſe he never appears to us, 
but by day, any more than that the 
Moon makes the Night, becauſe lhe is 
ſeen by night? _ 

Countr. This puts me in mind of a 
Neighbour of mine, that obſerved to 
me, as we came home one Mooaſhin 
night, that we are much beholden to 
the Moon; but, ſays he, the Sun never 
ſhines but! in the day time, when we 
have no need of him. | 

Atheiſt. This is pleaſant Talk indeed; 
as if the Sun did not ſhine through the 
Clouds which intercept part of his 
Rays, and hide the Sun's Body from 
Us. 

Phꝛloſ As pleaſant as this Talk is, it 
is not half ſo ridiculous, as to deny the | 
Being of God, who made the Sun and 
every thing elſe ; becauſe he is inviſible. 
You own the Influence of the Sun, and 
the Communication of his Light and 
Heat, when he is out of our (i ght, but 
the Influence of God, which is much 
more neceſſary and beneficial, is diſre- 
garded, and his Being is denied, becauſe 
our * eyes cannot diſcern 3 Spi- 


B3 0 rit: 


6 


A Brief Confutation of Atheiſm. 
rit: tho' as plain Reaſon, as any,which 


can tell us, that the Sun ſhines upon 
us, when he is not ſeen by us, or that 


| the Wind blows, which we never ſee; 


will aſſure us, that God not only ex- 


iſts, but is ever preſent with us, tho we 


cannot ſee him. 

Atheiſt. This is Cant. 

Pybiloſ. It is Reaſon, and agreeable 
to all, that Philoſophy has been able 


to diſcover, after ſo many thouſand 


years by the Study and Obſervation of 
the wiſeſt men in all Ages, It is agree- 
able to the beſt Philoſophy even of this 


ſos Age , that no man can move a 


inger, but by an immediate Divine 
concourſe, it being as impoſſible to 
move, without the immediate preſence 
and concourſe of God, as that the Sun's 


| Lig ht ſhould be without the Sun. 


Ae. You would make me be- 


niere » that Two and Two are not 


— 


Four r. 


Philo. I will andettake to doit, up⸗ 
on as good Principles as any, by which 
ou: can We, eh oe? is no God. 


Ate 


4 Brief Confutation of dtbeiſm, 
Abeiſt. As how, I pray? 6 
Philos. If Two and Two be Four; 
chen Two and Two muſt be Ten : for 
that Number Four carries Ten in the 
Belly of it, Man, You have heard of 
the famous Tetracłys of Pythagaras, and 
this is it: 1. 2. 3.4. make Ten, but 1.2. 
3. are contained in Four; therefore the 
Number Four containing theſe three 
Numbers in it, muſt be equal to the 
Number Ten. 
Atheiſt. This is ridiculous Sophiſtry. 
Philoſ. I can't help that. This and 
Twenty other things as fooliſh, are to 
be found in Sextus Empyricur. The A- 
theiſts of old were Scepticks, and de- 
nied down right, that we can have any 
certainty, that the Sun ſhines, or that 
Snow is whitezthey held that there is no 
certain difference between ſleeping and 
| waking, or between talking, as*we do 
now, and in a dream. They framed 
to themſelves abundance of 'subtilties 
to take off the force and evidence of 
Demonſtrations in Arithmetick and 
i tere be They ſaw very well, that 
there be * certainty in the Nature 


B 4 of 
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» 
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A Brief Confutation of Atheiſm. 
of things, there muſt be the ſame cer- 
tainty of the exiſtence of the Author 
and Creator of them. Plato truly aſ- 
figned one chief cauſe of Atheiſnn to 
be a conceited Ignorance. 

Atheiſt. Poor men! They were, it 


| ſeems, put to hard ſhifts for want of 


Philoſophy, which has received great 
improvements ſince their Time, The 
Atheiſts of our days, I can aſſure you, 
are for the. Truth of your Senſes, and 
for the enjoyment of them too. We 


live in a Wiſe and cz] 


Age. 
Philoſ. But ſhew me one, that de- 


, ſerves the Name of a Philoſopher i in this 
wiſe and Philoſophical Age, that has 


denied, or ſo much AS doubted 'of the 


Being of God. Are, not all the fa- 


mous Books of Philoſophy direct con- 


traditions to Atheiſm 2 Do not my 
Lord Bacon, Des Cartes, Gaſſendus . 


Willis, Boyle, Newton, &c. imply, and 
ſuppoſe, a prove the Being of ' God 


in every Page? It is a known Maxime 
of my Lord Bacorx's, that Philoſo phy 
pexer can make an Atheiſt, tho af 1g- 


4 


ran 
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norant and vain pretence to it may. 


And I may confidently affirm, that 
never any weaker and more crifling 


Books have appeared in the World, 
than thoſe, which have been deſi ign⸗ 


ed to ſerve the cauſe of Atheiſm and 


Irreligion; which is to be aſcribed, not 
ſo much to the Authors, as to the 


Subject, that they had undertaken. 
For to defend Atheiſin, 1s fora Man 
to run. his Head againſt a Wall, he can 


endanger nothing -but his own "Brains. 


And theſe idle and inconſiſtent Whim- 
fies, which would have been deſpiſed 
upon a better Subject, have thro. the 


_ ſtrange partiality and Kupidity of vice, 


given their Authors a greater vogue 
among ſome of our Wits, than the 
moſt truly* rational or really N 
Diſcourſes could have done. 
Atheiſt. What ſay you to Mr. Hobbes 2 
- Philoſ. 1 fay he is full of Abſurdities 


| and Contradictions. 


Atheiſt. Was he not a Man of great. 
Parts? © fe 


 Philoſ. Not fo great perhaps as his 
: conceit of them was. One of. his 
oy Friends 
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4 Brief Confutation of Atheiſm. 
Friends has declared of him in Print. 


that he was of a conſtant, undaunted 


Reſolution of maintaining his own Opini- 
ous. He pretended to know every 
thing, and always affected ſomething 
ſingutar upon every Subject. If he 
ſtudied the Mathematicks , it was to 
contradict the old Principles, and ad- 
vance, new ones; and in his Dia- 


logue of the Common Laws of Eng- 


land, he ſays (in the Perſon of the 
Philoſopher) If I pretend within 4 
Month or two, to make my ſelf able to 
perform the Office of a Judge,you are not 

to think it arrogance. For what could 
be thought arrogant in Mr. Hobbes ? 
But he is not altogether ſo much your 
Friend perhaps as you imagine: he 


confeſſes, that Atheiſts ought to be 
baniſhed and driven out of all Humane 


e g 80 did Fricars profeſs bi 
_ So did Epicurus profeſs him- 
ſelf no Atheiſt. 9 . 
Philaſ. He did. And this proves A- 
theiſm an abſurd thing, which is to 


de mnainteined: upon no Principles of 


*. 


Philoſophy, ancient or modern. E- 
a Picurus 
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picures pretended to make a World 
with his Atoms, but yet he could not 
hope to root the Notion of a God 
out of mens minds, but endeavoured 
to ſet up Gods after his own Heart ; 
and of his own Contrivance, ſince he 
_ * deſpaired of bringing men to a per- 
ſuaſion that there is no God at all. 


Atheiſt. Hg knew the danger of ſuch 
Attempts, and ſaw, how much it con- 


cerned him to be cautious. 


Pbiloſ. He did fo. But Atheiſm is 
as much' contrary to all Notions of 
Philoſophy , as againſt the common 


Senſe and Intereſt of Mankind. And 
when men once come to argue the caſe, 
they have found themſelves reduced 
to this neceſſity , either of acknow- 


ledging a God, in contradiction to 


their own Principles and Inclinations; 
or of denying - the certainty of all 
Principles whatſoever, as well as the 
. Certainty of the Divine Exiſtence. Is 
it poſſible to prove there is no God? 
* to contrive jo Syſtem of Philoſo- 
phy, ſuppoling there were none? 

r Atheiſt. Why no? 
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13 A Brief Conſutation of Atheiſm. 
5 _ Philoſ.. By a God we underſtand a 
Being of all Poſſible Perfections, as 
all poſſible Power , Wiſdom, Good- 
neſs, G. Now it is impoſſible to 
prove, that there can be no ſuch Be- 
ing, as has all poſſible Perfections; 
which would be to prove that im- 
poſſible, which is poſſible. Nay it 
is impoſſible, that a Being of all 
poſſible Perfections ſhogld not actu- 
ally exict, becauſe neceſſary Exiſtence 
it ſelf is one poſſible Perfection; but 
neceſſary Exiſtence would be impoſſi- 
ble, unleſs it were actual: for it is a 
neceſſity of exiſting always; and that 
which in its own nature neceſſarily 
exiſts, muſt ever exiſt, and can have 
neither Beginning, nor End of its 
Exiſtence. Something of Neceſlity 
- muſt always have been, or elſe No- 
thing ever could have been; neceſſa- 
ry Exiſtence therefore cannot be pre- 
tended to be impoſſible in it ſelf. 
But that which neceſſarily Exiſts, 
could never begin to exiſt, and the 
exiſtence of what is poſſible, cannot 
be impoſſible ; therefore it is * 
Fe 2 . 


— 


4 Brief Confutation of Abele 
ble, that a Being of all poſſible Per- 


feckions ſhould not actually exiſt: be- 
cauſe the ſame thing cannot be both 
poſſible, and impoſſible; that is, it 


cannot be neceſſarily exiſtent, and not 
neceſſarily exiſtent, nor ſo much as 
actually exiſtent. 
Atheiſt. I don't well underſtand 
ou. 
2 Philoſ. Neceſſity of Exiſtence is an 
impoſſibility of ee and 
the neceſſity of the Exiſtence of God 


being poſſible, his Non. exiſtence muſt 


be impoſſible. 

Aeg Theſe are fine” Shbtilties | 
But why could not the World be E- 
„ ternalh a 
Pͤzbiloſ. Becauſe it is of a Sicaliive 
Duration, divided into Paſt, . Preſent, 
and Future. And there is no part. of 
this Duration, which is now paſt, but 
it was once preſent , and. whatever 
once was preſent, was future before it 
vas preſent, (at leaſt all but one Mo- 
ment) and therefore had a Beginning, 


or elſe it never could have been ei- 


5 8855 1 or paſt. Or in plainer 
4 Terms; 5Z 
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Terms ; there cannot be an Eternity 
conſiſting of an infinite Succeſſion of 
Days, or Months, or Years : becauſe 
there are more Hours than Days, and 
more Days than Months, and more 
Months than Years, whereas there 
can be neither more nor leſs of 
things infinite, but all Infinity is equal 
and the ſame. 5 
Atheiſt. Theſe are Myſteries in- 
r 
Philoſ. True, they are Myſteries ; 
-but they are ſuch Myſteries, as muſt be 
acknowledged by all, that duly con- 
ſider the Nature of things. 3 
.._ Atheiſt. Well! why may not the 
World have been made and unmade 
again innumerable times from all E- 
_.  Philoſ. My Argument lies againſt 
the Eternity of Motion, and neceſſa- 
- ily proves the firſt Motion, and a firſt 
Mover? there muſt of neceſſity have 
deen a firſt Making of the World, if 
FL, 1 it never ſo often to have 
6 changed and deſtroyed, and 
made up again. And neither the 


A Brief Conſutation of Atheiſm. 


Motion it ſelf, whereby the World 


was made, nor the Creation of the 
World, could have been eternal; be- 
cauſe no Succeſſion of Action or Ex- 
iſtence could be eternal. God, who 
is moſt perfect, and neceſſarily ex- 
iſtent, has a permanent Duration, 
as* perfect as his Nature is, compre- 
hending all Succeſſions of Time, and 
above all the changes of it : But the 
Duration of Creatures is in Succeſſion, 
imperfect, and always changing: for 
the Duration of things mult be accord- 
ing to their Nature? 
Atheiſt. I can't ſee , why the World 
may not have been made mechanical- 


Iy. 


Philoſ. How can there be Mecha- | 
niſm without Motion? And I have 
proved, that no Motion can be eter- -- 
nal; but there muſt be a firſt Motion, 


— 


and a firſt Mover, who is God. 
Atheiſt, Who knows, what Atoms 
40 = Infinite Succeſſion of Ages 8 
Ppbĩilbſ. We may know ſufficiently : 
| what they could not do: they could 
| not 


A Brief Confutation of Atheiſm. 
not at firſt move themſelves, nor di- 
rect their own courſe at any time. 

Atheiſt. But * might move by 
chance. 

Ph;loſ. How move by chance? They 
muſt receive the Principle of your 
Motion and Activity from a Superior 
Power. . 

Atheiſt. They might then make the 
World by chance, when they were once 
in Motion. 

Philoſ. What ! Make a World by 
chance l Is this, I pray, to turn Trees 
into Syllogiſms „or Syllogiſms into 
Trees 3 

Atheiſt. What is that Banter for ? 

 Philoſ. Tis the Language of a Friend 
of yours in another caſe. 

Atheiſt. But why may not the World 
have been made by chance > + 

Philoſ. A World of Order and wiſe 
- Contrivance made by chance! and pre- 
ſerved and governed by chance? 

Atheiſt. Are there not Animals now 
generated by the operation only of 
the Sun upon Mud, or eben Matter 
19 150 * * 

philoſ 


We 


A Brief Confutation of Atheiſm. 
 Philoſ. The Sun doth not perform 
his Courſe and Operations by chance. 
And then as to equivocal Generation , 
all the Diſcoveries in Philoſophy 
are againſt it. Name me the Philoſo- 
Pher, that now aſſerts it. And Epicu- 
uss Dance of Atoms is ſuch a Whim- 
ſey, as no conceit of a Man in a Fren- 
| Zy can be more abſurd. Speak out in 
plain Terms, and own to this honeſt 
Man here, that you believe , that Men 
at firſt ſprung out of the Earth, and 
that the Fields once bore Men, as they 
now do Graſs or Muſhrooms. 
County. You have been too learned 
for me hitherto : but I will under- 
take to maintain againſt any Man; 
that this is mere Nonſenſe. Men ſpring 


cut of the Ground! 


Atheiſt. They were firſt Infants, and 
then grew up to be Men: | 

County. Were they ſo? Well! I will 
ask no Queſtions about your Cradles 
and Nurſes. But where is that Spot 
of Earth to be found, that bears 4 
. of Infants, | wonder. 


© 


Atheiſt; 


18 A Brief Confat at ion of Atheiſm. . 
| . Atheiſt. No body ſays, Friend, that 
there | is ſuch Ground now, dut there 
nay have been in Ancient Times: 
| 5 the World has undergone ſo ma- 
ny Alterations, that we know not 
what formerly may have happened. 
Countr. Is there any Hiſtory, that 
mentions this > ann Birth of Hu- 
mane Race? 


Athei it. perhaps not: but many Hi- 
' ſtories are loſt. 


Countr. Is there any Tradition bor 
it "If 

Atheitt, Tradition is an- uncertain 
Conveyance 45 cin more eaſily 
loſt. . 
Pjbiloſ Here is a profound way of 
Reaſoning. Men mult ſpring out of 
the Ground at firſt ; tho no Man has 
ever been known to come thus into 
the World, and neither Hiſtory, nor 
Tradition give the leaſt Intimation of 
any ſuch thing. I ſhould have thought, 
that this Original of Mankind would 
have been retained, as the moſt me- 
morable thing, which nearly concern- 
ed us all. Belides , how! is it _ 
. ut 


* 


% 
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but that in ſore parts of the World, 
the Earth ſhould now bring forth 


: Men, if it had formerly done ſo? 
Atheiſt. The Earth is grown old and 
barren; and the Sun's Heat is not fo 


ſtrong and vigorous as it has been. 


- Have we not complained for many 
yours of Cool Summers? 


Ppbiloſ. If the Age of the Earth and 


any decay in the Sun be the cauſe of 


the Earth's Barrenneſs: then it is plain, 


that for many Ages the Earth maſt | 
have born Men and Women, as ſhe 


now does Corn. For this Barrenneſs 
could not be occaſioned, till after ma- 


ny Ages, and therefore ſome Remem- 
brance muſt have been left of her for- 


mer fruitfulneſs in this kind. It hap- 
pened fortunately however, that when 
the Earth grew barren Nature had pro- 


vided another way for the Propagati- 


on of the World. But did the whole 

Earth grow barren at once? N 
© Atheif, I ſuppoſe not. 

Cuunr. You ſuppoſe, I fee , - Juſt 
whin you pleaſe, rather than be forced 
to 8 the Being of a God. 


'C 2 Philaſ. 


* 
0 


or more fooliſh. ber 


their Brains lay in their Heels. 


in the Bellies of Fiſhes. 


that is but ridiculous enough. 
Fiſhes 7. 5941 9% ; 517.8 (3 
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| Philoſ. Methinks , if this had been 

1 Origin of M nkind, the Earth, 
which was once o fruitful in this ſort 
of Productions, wen now throw 
Out, at leaſt, an Abortion ſometimes, 
in ſome places. But to ſay, without 

any thing to countenance you in it, 
that Man at firſt grew out of the 
= | Ground, becauſe you muſt. elſe ac- 
=. Frowledge a God, is ſuch ſtuff, as I 
J know not whether it be more wicked, | 


7 _  , , Conntr, Why, Sir 1 if it were for 
| Jour Purpoſe , rather than acknow- 
ledge a God, you might much bet- 
ter ſay, that there was 4 Time, when 
Men walked upon their Heads, and 


Philoſs Anaximander, I . 
held, t at Men were at firſt enraged 


Caountr. He might as well have ſaid, 
they came down from the Moon in a 
ſhowet of Rain, or any thing elle, 


But 


from whenee . were the - firſt. 
Philo. 
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Philoſ. This Anaximander is reckon- 
1 the firſt Atheiſtical Philoſopher |, 
tho Lucretius does Epicurus the Ho- 
nour to make him the firſt. 1 55 

Countr. It is no great matter, whe⸗ 
ther we know who was the firſt A- 
theiſt, if we could but know, who 
would be the laſt. 


_  Philoſ. Yes, it hews the Novelty of 
Atheiſm. WI 5 
 Counir. I wonder ns ever ſhould 
be any. But pray what beginning 
had Birds, and Beaſts, and Plants? 
Atheiſt. The very lame with Men; 5 
| the Earth produced them. 
Countr. This is ſtranger till, that 
the Earth ſhould now produce none 
of all theſe; but Plants only. I am 
rather for crowding them all into 
the Bellies of - Anaximander's Filhes. 
= OY no Houſes thus N 


2 : 0. 1 5 Ile. 
l Shelf, Not a e ge? 
i No. Tell you. e 
 Philoſe As if there were not more 
il and wiſe deſign i in the Fabrick of 
Wie C 3 the 


3 


* 
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the Body: of any one Animal, than of 
all the Houſes in the World. 


- Countr. What think you of Mens 
creeping up and down like Snails, eve- 
ry one with his Houſe upon his Back > 
We ſeem to have ſomething of this 
Primitive way ſtill retained among a 
fort. of Men called Pedlars. Who 
| knows; but ſome of . theſe Strollers 
may have crept out of the Lean * 
their Packs upon their Backs 2 

A theilt. What if I ſay, there were 
Honſes grew up at firſt, "which' were 
the Patterns of «ls „ chat 7 been 
ever ine? ll 

Four. Then you 7 — — 
more like your elf For why ſhould 
you deny any thing, but a God > Who- 
ever disbelieves Gs Being of a God, 
aſt doggle, I perceive, at the Belief 
of nothing beſides. 

Athei ff. The very Notion of * God 
1s incomprehenſible : : it is all Darkneſs 
and Confuſion. 

Philoſ. The Ener of: God is in- 
deed incomprehenſible ; but which 
Way: loever - Tn; turn * ſelf 50 "7 1 

8 
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muſt meet with ſomething incompre- 
henſible, as Infinity, and Eternity, ei- 
ther of ſtupid Matter, or of an Active 
Principle of all Perfection, Which is 
God. And what thing is there in the 
World, which has not DR of 
incompreheal ble in it? 

Athei it. As how ? * 

Philoſ. You know the Argument i 
the Philoſopher againſt Motion: if 
you move, it muſt be in the Place 
where you are, or where you Are not: 

But no man can move in the Plage, 
where he is, becauſe Motion is change 
of Place: and it is ridiculous to ſay, 
a Man can move, where he is not: for 
he may move in Two thouſand Places : 
at once, if he may move in Two. _ 

Atheiſt. Theſe are the learned Fol- 
lies of the Schools. 1 
. _  Dhiloſ. They are, if you will of the 

old Scepticks, who had many the like: 
As to prove that no Man can die, they 
argued, That if a Man die, it muſt 
be, when he lives, or when he is 
dead; but no Man can die either 
0 While he lives, or after he is dead; 
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therefore it follows, that there can be 
- no Dying at all. 5 

| bein. This is rare ſtuff indeed. 
_ Philof. It is ſuch as the Scepticks of 
old ſet a mighty value upon ; and as 
contemptible, as it is, I defie any Man 
breathing to ſhew the hundredth part 
$ of Proof in any of your pretences a- 
= -. gainſt the Being of a God. Theſe 
RE were ſubſtantial Arguments of old, 
and would be ſo ſtill, if they could be 
made ſerviceable to your purpoſe of 

_ Atheiſm. ONO. 
| * I can never believe, as you 

o. | 

- -  Philof. Yau believe your Senſes I 
hope, and are fully perſuaded, that 
there are Bodies in the World, what- 

ever you think of Spirits. iN 
bein. Yes ſure , I am not mad 

yet. 


- 


\ 


b * 


 Philof. But there is a fairer Pretence 
to Reaſon in denying, that there is 
E _. any ſuch thing as Matter, then there 
E Fan be indenying a God, 


Atheit, 


* 
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_ Atheif#, Now I perceive, I am to 
be be gre out of my Senſes. 


hbiloſ. God is a Being infinitely per- 


fect, a Being in whom are all poſſible 
perfections, and there can be no con- 


tradiction in the Eſſence of a Being of 
all poſſible Perfections. But Ks is 


a contradiction in the very Nature 
and Eſſence of Matter: and Philoſo- 


p hers bring Demonſtrations on both 
des, to prove that Matter is in its 
own Nature capable of infinite Di- 


it 


| _ Athezst. Theſe are things above our 
Reach. 


above it ? 
Athei®. Well! but we ſee and feel 


material things, and our experience 


informs us, that Nature does her 
work; and Seeing, you know is Be- 


lieving. For my part, my Faith goes 


no further. 


Philoſ. Have you not heard of a 


Place lately diſcovered in the Eaif- 
3 . 5 where the Boys build Hou ih 
Ss 4 wt 


viſion, and that it is uncapable of 


Philoſ. And is not God much more 


8 8 * 
A c " ens 
* *F 2 4. 


> N as much eaſe, 2 much after the 


8 G05 and Pille? N 
Hon Atbeiſt. How is that? 

 Philoſ. When a Houſe is to be built, 
the Boys meet together, and , caſt up 


-.. irs * ne „ * ins wt} od 
ot eden oe 
e 2 7 n 
; g a6 


again in exact Order, and range them- 
flelves into large Rooms and Turrets, 
and Cupuloes ; there is nothing com- 
S — to them at Verſailles, or the 
" Athesft. Ana you believe this ! 
. Philoſ. This a not all: When a 
OY number of Houſes are thus built 
the Boys in one place, the Men 


3 AF 5 8 play a kind of Engine againſt them, 


_ Jomething like the Roman Ram this 


- That force, that the ſeveral pieces of 
5 and other Materials, at a Re- 
bound, by a happy and never-failing 
EE: chance, 5 5 themſelves into ſpaci- 
J and Squares; the like are 
Rp not 0 Sacks: 2 in all t. 


wt 


142 4 a 
N \ | 0 Contr 
* 4 5 
A — : % * : 


ſame manner, as our Poys play at 


Stones or Bricks, and little pieces of 
Wood into the Air, and they fall down 


batters the Houſes down again with 


f " 


| ' Confit ation fad 
.Connty. It ſeems the Boys bnd 
Houle by Croſs and Pile, and the _ 
Men turn them'into Squares by N 
ing at Nine Pins. Ae n 
Atbeiſt. You Men of My lern can 

believe any thing. 1 
- 'Philoſe But in Abet, is this, or a- 
ny thing elſe more incredible, than it 
is, that the beautiful Frame and Order 
of things in the whole World, ſhould 
be / firſt ſhuffled together by a chance 
more ridiculous” and uncertain than 
any Child's Play, and they, ſhould- be 
Preſerved as odly for many thouſands 
of years, without any Cauſe, or Rea+ 
br or Rt Delt 3 but ſhould at firſt 

then depend, upon a 
Lug 4 in the Atheiſt's Head There 
is no Fly nor Inſect, not fo much as a 
Blade of Graſs , or Grain of Sand, 
without it's wondrous Beauties, and 
inimitable Art in the Texture and Or- 
der of its Parts: and not one Man 
alive can explain, how theſe Parts 
came and hang together. Nature it 


ſelf is all Wan me Myſterious 
Work of God. e 


|  Atbeif. 


ed 


— 
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Atbeiſt. 1 — Nature as much 
| as yau can do. 

. Philoſe But Nature without a God 
is but a Word that can have no Mean- 
ing, an Effect without a Caule, a Ma- 
gick Round of Day and Night, 
Summer and Winter; it is an enchan- 
ted Circle, a Myſtick Dance, or any 
thing, that ſounds high, and means 
nothing. Lou have, I know, often 
heard of the Houſe in the Church of 
ä Leite, brought thither by Angels. 

Atbeiſt. Yes, yes, a Popiſh Legend. 

Pybiloſ. Tam as much convinced of 
the Vanity and Falſhood of that Sto- 
FF, as you can be, and am ſorry that 
Religion it ſelf ſhould ſuffer in the 
Opinion of unwiſe Men, by the offi- 
cious Folly and Baſeneſs of ſome, that 
pretend to it. For, as Sir _ Thomas 
More once jeſtingly ſaid, That he 
would not upon any Terms bear ſuch 
a Man, who was a_ notorious Lyar, 
repeat the Creed, for fear, he ſhould 
never believe it afterwards: So ſome 
are imprudent enough in earneſt to 
disbelieve the PR and moſh neceſ- 
nd 1 a 
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ſary Truths, becauſe Impoſtors have 


maids: it ſometimes their Intereft to 
aſſert them. But after all it is not 


impoſſible, that Angels might re- | 
move a Houſe from one place to ano- + 
ther; but it is abſolutely impoſlible, 


that ever they ſhould make a World ;; 


and it is much more impoſſible ( it 


there can be degrees in Impoſhbilities) 
at leaſt it ſeems more evidently im- 


poſſible to the meaneſt Capacity; that 


a World ſhould be made without any 
one to make it, but that the Atoms 


ſhould once upon a Time, by Agree- 


ment, at a general Rendezvous, have 
erected themfelves into a World. 


Atheiſt. Never trouble your ſelf a- 
bout that, we have World-makers e- 


nough in this Age. I can name 5 
the Men, that if they do but ſtep in 

to their Study, and take a pair of 
Compaſſes in hand, can either mend 
the Old World, or make a New one 
in half a days time. 


Philoſ. No, no. The wee eee, 


Trades Is gets 6 


29 


4 4 Bobf — Aue 
: There are o mug of Men 


1 - Phaloſ: Noe it that Reaſon only: 
But their Tools of Mechaniſm are ta- 
ken from them by a certain Gentle- 
man in the Tower, who will no more 
_ Cuffer us to be impoſed upon by a fa- 
_ AMitions' World, than by falſe. Coin. 
Our Countrymen I think, have dri- 
ven a freer Trade of making Worlds, 
than any u Nation. But oy 
Companies daily ſetting up again 
the Old, they never could unite in a- 
ny common Principles, but are all at 
_ diſſolved. Attractive Powers have 
torn them to pieces and a prodigi- 
ous, yauning Veruum, . ſwallowed 
them up. 

; 1 ltheiſt- There id no great loſs of 
rin” We have World g good enough, 
if they would but let it alone, and 1 
never club my head to conſider how 
it was made. 

Philoſ. But you may conf! "oO that 
it muſt have been made, and could 
not make it ſelf. What do you think 
of the Tradition „that vaſt Stones 


. * * | were 


4 Brief critics of aids. ee 
were brought by Magick through the 
Air, and Siced in that odd manner, 


as they are now ſeen in that famous | 


Wonder of Stone: henge? 


Atheiſt. I ſuppoſe, nd Men. have | 


: the ſame Thoughts of ſuch Stories. 

' Philoſ. Why this, and the idle Fa- 
> bles, 'that are told Children of Giants 
and Fairies, are all Demonſtration to 
the Blunders and Contradictions of 
Atheiſm. What would you ſay. of a 
Man that ſhould imagine, that this 
Watch was eternal? that it made it 


ſelf? or was made by the caſual meet - 


ing of Braſs, and Steel, and the other 
Materials? Would you not think him 
mad, that ſhould 3 any m_ 
like this . 

Atheiſm. Little leſs. „ 

* Philoſ. What then muſt his Madneſs 
; bla who can believe this vaſt and 
wonderful Fabrick of Heaven and 
Earth, with all its Motions" and va- 


riety of Creatures to have had no 


other eee 25 
28 ch 


* 


© Conztr. Pray, Sir, in what 


Arbei. The Cale is different 
7 Philof. It is ſo; but all the Alke. 
refice 1s againſt y ue g s 
Atheist. We co! Watch& walt weng. 
ing, and winding | up, an and we 5 new 
"ones made every day. 22 1 
©+* Philo}. But there is OP one World, 
which remains continually the ſame, 
and wants no mendivg*; and yo will 
not believe, that God made this World, 
becauſe vo never ſaw Him make ano- 
ther.” Is this our Argument? 


part of 


* 


the World was you born 1 TW 


Cui. Ate your . 
Atbeiſt. No. How doth this <6n- 
bg you > e  DHOKN © IIMILANGT © 


-*Gonntr. Can you Pre- Foil Birth 
by any Regiſter, or produce > Wit- 
neſſes it. PP ES —— 

_ Atheiit, Perhaps not; the itheſe 9 
may be dead in the late War, „And the 
Regiſters loſt.” Wbt then ? ee 


» 2 * 1 by 
* , F * iz Ped * & $ "x " So Kg 
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Conntr. Give me leave to ſay, Sir, 

that I begin to ſuſpect, that you are 
the Son Fe a Moraſs, and of the ſame 
Original, which you affigt to the 
Primitive Race of Mankind. Me- 


Na 1 ſee the little Atheiſt, half- 


de, half. Mud, ſprawling among his 
Racket Frogs, 09 the firſt words the 


croaki ay attempts to ſpeak, ae - 
0 PT 


No M/ MyStertes. 
| beit This 1 Is very abufive. 


| - Contr. Not at all, Sir, it is an ho- 
| hour to you to be in a New Race, and 


it is the belt confirmation of your G. 
Pinion, that I can thitik of. 


have talked a thouſand times, and 1 


Trumpery over again. You know , 


W we Have often diſcourſed theſe | 


gs among our ſelves, but they are 
that difficulty, as not to bear a 
5 Va r Diſpute: 


. 
1 
5 


Caen, Of that plainnefs, he mean. 


_ Atbeift, But I was coming to ſhew 

ou a Curiolity lately found, and 

nt * from abroad; here it is: 
D 


# .. 
33 
Pr 
* : * 


4 . 


Atheif?. Theſe are things, which w we 
little expected now to have the ſame 


2 


Counties of England. on . 


© 
4 edatl e Money. Piece rom the. great 


1 
| on And.do you think; them to 


in Jah, and in 


A\Brief Confutetion.af,Atheiſs 
; Phil, A Medal I. Ie ſeems 10 be a 
| Com; au Otho 1 A thank you 
Nee ee e ſs rec, AU 7 
There are but 


fo e But many Ne 
other Emperours are 


N 3 . 
it ſuppoſed, they 
9 21210 bis 
N ne 


2 


WT 7. Abr is not {o, . — 25 
imagine. Metals .are:as natural te ſome 
untreys, as Stones arg tar them 1 
now a Piece of Ground: Ithat is cal- 


4 


g tholſe, "which. vouſcall Ro- 
> ins, that are found itt 


he. Product of the Ground > non: 
Phileſ. Why-not? Coins are ug n 
France and ia mo 
Countreys of Eurape, tho not in all 


"Grounds. Now omnis fert omnia Tela. 
Here is a C 
the Ground. Atbeiſt. 


din, that was taken ont of 


_ BF nene —_ 


be g. It is ohe of Ae guſts: dont 


you ee his Name and Titles, and h 
very Effgies? The Reverſe 1s. 
10 Phi. Ino it. But why is it 
that this mould be the Pro- 
Aft rather than of Nature? 


nomina'Regum Naſcun- 


nede 


gact o 


tur Flore. Some Countreys natu- 


rally affe 


rd Quarries of rough Stone, 
and others produce Stones "curiouſly 


wWrdügüt aud Falhioned” in feveral 


Forms And as divers Countreys pro- 
duce Oar of Gold, and Silver, and 
Braſs ; ſo why may not ſome produce 
allqheſe Metals ſhaped and ad orned at- 
ter this/inafiner? 290019 2D porn 


— 


4 mind to 2 "a Para: 
2851 Theſe Coins are never found in 
Countreys, which were not under the 
Domiion of the Romans, but com- 
monly near Places, Where they had 
due Stations and Cities. I 0 
>Plabſe Probably in the belt Ground: 


and the Romans were a wile People, 


they knew how to choſe for 3 58 


Jeliw But how do you know, where 
9 , D 2 the 


wn 


Aries TH a Pty 1 kes | 


24 
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the Romans had their Cities and Sta- 
Mn ; tions? 2M-,296WH29q. 01 301d) 195 
=_— eie. From Hiſtory and Traditi- 


bn; and from theſe very Coins, Which 
agree in their Inſcriptibns with the 


IE 


| Hiſtories of "thoſe Times; and explain 
many difficult Points dach id Hit ory 
bony Geograph. 
Philoſ. You tell me, they 8 
Coins, becauſe they are found near Ro- 
man Stations," und that Namum Stations 
were in thoſe” Places becauſe theſe 
Coins are found there. This is pro- 
ving in 4 Circle, Sir. And what do 
Js; you of Hi and Tra 2 
hall 1 Fecht te againſt my Own 
 . Senſes; When I ſee Coins dugipnt of 
the Earth? Does any Hiſtoryor Tra- 
dition tell me; wliere I migbt have 
found this Com. Len e took 
+... ut of the Gronndioy 001g 115d 51+ 
4 F Atheiſt, They are commonly Found 
3 in Pots, or Urns; which are known 
to be Roman; and other KReliques of 
RomanKneiquir ies are often found with 
? . Y 36117 odo 03 ssc 11 
=_--':* Iv der po, or Urnzorwhateve 
2 | In 1 — 5 - | elſe 


E 55 n 
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elſe you pleale be found chere 3 ne- 
ver think to perſwade me, that they 
are nöt all the Productions of the 
Earth. Dig but deep enough, and 
you tnay find Houſes, 1 warrant you. 
Sir Herlllam Dugdale informs us, that 
in the Fens, à Smith's-Forge., with 
Horſe- hoes, and Tongs, and all its 
a ture, was found many Fathoms 
under Ground. And do you think 
the Fairies have not 1 well as 
we? Or do you imagine that yen 
build them themſelves? Or will you 
ay, jithe Nomant built them for them? 
The Fairies are 2 leſſer Race of Men, 
ſuch as the Earth in this decayed and 
decrepi ite ſtate is able to produce 1 
-and their Houſes and little: Money 
are of the ſame Proportion. I; won- 
der you ſhould not think of this, as as 
the beſt proof, Jeibeln 7700 r your 
*canſe, Vigurmmmo) MMB 
17 olitheiſt Vos are in jet, 1 Bad. | 
0 Phildfe Never more in Earneſt, 1 do 
aſſure you. And I muſt confeſs my 
ſelf amazed to obſerve, that you, who 
will not allo this Trifling for Argu- 
M9”, | D ? ment 


r 
** 


S 
x 


—— Abele 
ment in a thing of little or no Mo», 
ment, can yet think ſit to make uſe of 


it ia a Matter of the higheſt Concern · 


e 
| e. Earth co 39 
which: bears but t — 


perſect Repreſentation of a Man, tho 
at the ſame time, you maintain, that 
it produced the Race of Mankind. 
2 not believe thatathecEarth 
could producethis, Medal by the ſame 
Chance, by Which you wopold:\fier- 
ſwade us, that the Metal Hof 5which 
it is made, and all things elſe are 


1 houſand more, Excel leneies le the 
Metal it ſelf and every / other / Bro- 
er, of Nature than inſuthe Fi- 
gure, the Letters; the Efligies 
the, Reverſe, of the — Hine mh and 
accurate Coin in the World Could 
all-the Art of Mankind ever wake ſo 
anch as One Insect A lant 0)Or 
did ever Chance produce (any piece 


150 Art 2, Hom then ein Chance, -or | 


ginary Play and Sport ef A- 
po do more than ay Art, When it 
Abighth, EEE 1 208 


he; Irgend im- 


produced. As if there were not ten 


5 and | 


Ws . 
1 
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1 Hi — E 
Tf bo wipers ee to perform any 
which Art can do? Can that 
= and Deſign, that Regulari- 
ty. and -Conſtaney! in che CSurſe of 
| Natute which is tlie imita- 
tion of alb Art proceed from Chante 
and Fortune, and N 1: and 
want of all Deſign! of 5&4, 93 25 
Dede I underſtand now, Sis; why 
you told me chat an Atheiſt is a Mon- 
rer without Eyes or Brains 
-1PhitsPHe muſt be blind, that ke 
not iche Power and Wiſdom of God; 
in the Beauties of the Field, the Won- 
ders ofi the Seas, and the Glories: 'of 
= thi Heavenly Bodies- And I know 
= wot! what Wie thak Man has, or of 
whatitſe i ittean be to Him, that" « »b- 
ſerves not, chat all cheſe things muſt 
have awiAuthor; who can be fo other 
than Godlie Nothing is more abſurd 
chan fer af Atheiſt to pretend to Phi- 
Toſophy, Which enquires into the Cau- 
ſes and Order; and End of things: 
ne mut renounce bis Reaſon and 
Jenes; and miſt reſolve all into blind 
Chance Aud (Ignorance, "RON Non- 


File. 1 5, D 4 Aibeiſt. 


* 


Altbeiſt. 1 confeſs, there is ſomething 
in what you fay ; I will conſider of 
3 it, and at our next Meeting, will 


hear what you can ſay for the Chri- 
: ſtian Religion 
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A BRIEF 


CONFUTATION 
EY, | 
'D E 1 8 M. 
en 
DIALOGUE 
A _— and a Deift. 


Dei 1 than ht farther u 
. the Subjeck of our late por 
courſe ; and tho, I confels, 
I was not convinced by any 
4 * you ſaid : yet by the force of 
we own Reaſoning, I am now fully 
EEG ſatisfied, 


catified, chit there muſt bon God" 
- Chriftian. I'am-glad- of your Con- 
viction, by whatever means yon attain» 
ed to it. It: is a ſufficient Satisfaction 
to me, that i could give any Oceaſion 
to the ſtrength of you mn Judg : 
ment to ezert it ſelf. Tam far from 
aſſuming to my ſelf the Olory of gain- 
ing Converts; but the Providence of 
God often vouchſafes to make uſe of 
the weakeſt Means to awaken Men to 
conſideration; and there needs no 
more but this, with the aids of the 
Divine Grace in the ordinary uſe of 
Reaſon, to dring any one ffony Ar 
theiſmor Deiſmmfm „ 
tien a much fore Reaſon as 
any Man ; and ſo far as that leads me, 
will Þgo, but not one ſtepi further. 

Cr. L hope yon are willing to con- 


fi der what may be offered in r of 
Nevealed Religion. 
Dei. Natural Religion igithe-Re- 
elt of Reaſon, and/ becomes ab Ratio- 
nal Man; but Revealed Religion is a 
*Renouncing of Reaſon; and _w Is 


Mont 1 can never think of, 


5 
* - ts — 
el 
% 28 
831 4 
A * 2 do 
** 
n ** 2 
. 
- 
[ 4 


chr. Natural n 111 it a * 
conſidered, muſt lead Men to Revela- 
tion; and Revealed \ Religion. @bliges 
Woiatiovs God upon his Word 4 


livered:to us; which ãs the moſt Rea- 


ſonable thing in the World. It is not 
contrary to Reaſon, I ſuppoſe, to be- 
lieve, whatever God reveals. 

10 Dei. By no means ; but has ſhall 
know that he has revealed any thing, 
or aa which "he ba reveal- 
ed eben 2120s. hos noe19biif 9 
(un. Fou wall : unt il Reaſonable 
wo expect, that God ſhould Rev 


* 


Hei. He has Cane ies) all in * 
1 which he has 
1; pon: Men. What other 
way ſhould he reveal himſelf to Ra- 
tionab Creatures, than by che Light of 
'therowniReaſon? vol png no | 
Chr. Reaſon, we ſee, is a very . 
ſcure Light, and the greateſt part of the 
World eee 1 * 
and Wickedneſs. ne at ent 


27 . | bk 8 SY 
® ki 4 2 * X 0 1 ? 9 
e 2103 Bu 6 A 136: no 


= 4 4 
= $5 * 4 * 2 4 bs o * 2 x 1 iy - £ * 
8 BW * „ 


Anf bosfu f Bet 

HDeiſt. The World, it is true, is too 
wicked, and tod full of Errors: but 
does Revelation mend the mat- 
oa The World is neither better nor 


Worſe, but juſt as we find it, whether 


there be only Natural Religion, or 
Revealed: Religion belidesio +e51qiooine 
_ » Chr© Right, but it alters the caſe ve- 
8 ry much in reſpect of God, that he 
has given warning to a wicked World, 
and has uſed all fit Means to rechim 
Men from Sin and Error. Can von 
imagine that a God ſo holy, ouſt 
and good, ſhould take no —— 
for their Information and Amendment? 
Would 4 god atheyi ſhem idootittte 
Concern for his Children / And fhall 
we dare to think that; of the anfinice- 
good and merciful God, which 
would be thought an intolerable Af. 
front and Slander, if ſpoben of Hu- 
mane Parchts? 9 Wd", 21812 2100101 
Dei. I never Uke this: method f 
arguing from the Attributes! of God: 
it is to determine what God ſhould 
do : 1 n 2 Preſumption is 
ede 0 seh Wed mA] * 
ble * | | br. 


lr. I. conftſs this i netho 
which may be | abuſed; But if we 
muſt not be allowed to argue from 
the Divine Attributes, there is an end 
effall Natutal Religion. For how _ 
can wei be afſured' according to any 
Principles of Natural Religion, but 
from the Divine Attributes, of the . 
Immortality of the Soul, and of the 
Rewards and Pnniſimnents of "another 
ei 01 ens M in Ns BSH ear brig 
aogeiſte The Soul in its Nature is an 
Immaterial Subſtance, and therefore 
immdrtahbo on 226 Duo bows e 
ir The. Soul indeed is not Sub- 
jet to Diſſolntion as the Body is; but =_ 
tow ſhall wernbeb atigfied that it will 8 
notbe: annihilated g when it goes out | 
Sfirthe Body, on-thaendt (hall be 
rewarded or puniſned, according 
tofithe Rdq%οue of>ithis* Life, in 4 
future State, but becauſe the Divine 
Widow and Juſtice and Goo 
require} that Deatk ſhould not put an 
end to our Being; but that the Gd 
houtdheirewarded, and the Evil pu- 
niſhed, when they depart out of this 


9 9 World? 


975 
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4 


CY mid 


J 1 
£20.09 


1 R 4 
"28:4 
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World 4 Unlech ven.) 
Arguments taken from 
Attributes; Natpral 
Word without a. Me: ning. 5 

without 14 58 or eee 77 


- 


Deiſt. B Od, . 25 Jou 110 
Aide, muſt EH 60 1 5 P 
8 in order 


at the 15 [ook 2 
e *. en 


rtunities 5 omi 
wg his. 3 a af, 
Which can be e 


Jah of C 0 infuts N79) of Dein, 


not make a d ge uſe of the Means offered 
them. 

Deift. How many poor Idians are 
: Ye! that never heard. of Chriſt, or 
| of Revealed Religion? 
"Chr. The more is the ane of Chri- 
ſtians. Yet perhaps theſe Indian: owe 
moſt of their Notions of Vertue and 
'Vice, and of Rewards and Puniſh- 
ments in a future ' ſtate to Revealed « 
Religion: fince there is no part of the 
. where Revealed 5 a has 


* 


4 


5 Rt, as e appears upon Ob- 
TR among 1 _ 
Nations, ' And I am ſo firmly perſua- 
ded io the Goodneſs of 1 as ful- 
elieve, that whatever Heathen 
Ae! according to the Knowledge, * 
which he already Has, God will ra- 
ther ſend a Meſa nger on purpoſe tc 
him, as he did to Cornelius, to inltruck 
him in the Goſpel of Chriſt, than ſuf⸗ 
fer him to periſh thro' mance? 80 


0 * 


1 Brief onfutation of Di. 
+Dei#. Whether Revealed Religion 
has deen promulged, as you pretend, 
can be known only. by 4 tedious 
ſeach into Books, which is a Bufi- 
neſs ot Time and Leiſure, aud can- 
not be determined by Ferional Bil 
C courſe, L379] As 
Cbr. This Veatch Ulis ter alteady 
ade; and the Caſe appears to beg as! 
. _ told ttf ms I i eb %% 
De uppoſe it; 28 ſay. A 
mere Pan gation cau . 
to be the Word of God: che Divine 
Authority muſt be made libra! add 
the luitablenels of it tos the end 
and purpoſes of a Kevelatiom 
br. Hate you any ching ton ob- 
jeck againſt e e of Scripture: 
I mean, have you any Objeckion to 
alledge, which proves, that any Part 
of Scriptutre implies 4 Contradiction 
to any of the Divine Aftributes, and 
therefore cannot be ſuppoſed to be the 
Vbzec of Divine Revelations?! 3&1) 
Deißf. The Doctrine of the Trini- 
. is a plain Contradiftionito Reaſon, 
at leaſt as ſome Men e expla 


4 | 
"'F- it. T3 8 A 

4 5 * r 
4 10 A | 3 * 2 


oufutavivn i 51 
fi ue ute you certain that no 
ſuch Explication can be given to that, 
or any other Doctrine of Scripture, 
ag to reconcile it to Reaſon ſo far, 
a8 to prove, that there is no n 
ction, nor Abſurdity in it? a 

Deiſt. I cannot — to 655 
what may be done; nor, to confeſs a 
Truth to you; {what has been done 
towards it. 1 am little read in Di- 
vinity as you call it 3 and leaſt of all 
in Books of Controverſie, further theii 

to Obſerve, how the Oladiatofs! in Di- 
ſpute murther the Cauſe between them, 
 whilft:ithey ſo fiercely cut and wound 

one another. The: main Controverſie, 

in the Caſe before us, lies ity the proof | 

_ ofjithe- Authority of a Revelation 5 
for if a Divine Revelation be 0 | 1 
proved, it ought indeed to be 5 „ 
ntl; Lemlichaad.; with all Reverehce „F 
and Subr fon of Judgment. A 
Fb Tou ſeemed to acknowledge, 

that there muſt be ſome Divine Re- 
velation: and can you think of any 
„chat is more Hkely to be Divine, than 

that of the Bible? * hat thin you 
: in 1 1 of 


in 


42 1 he of 
i \ 5 
XV 
26 , 
+. © LF * 
* * 
5 . * 


Mien, it muſt be in ſome ſuck manner, 


add what no Man can do, orte 


. W wa TIN oh of N 


im 
rief : on 710 % of OJ] iſo in 


of. the: Heathen. Oracles, Or the Alco- | 
ran of Mabomet?e e od no: 
Deiſt. Lthink them to, be Im 
ſtors, and if there be any ſuch thing, 
as Divine Revelation in, the. World, 
the Scriptures of the Old and Ney 
Teſtament ſeem to ſtand faireſt for 
it. But ho ſhall I be aſſured of the 
Divine Authority of the e 
Cr. By Matter of Fact, by the Pr 
Nhecies and Miracles 3 opfirs 
ied; them. I, God reveal himſelf. to 


as to diſtinguiſh Whats is idetivered to 


them in his name from what ois Hu- 
mae or Diabolicalo andathis may he 
either by ies / Oracle, or 


both. For if God imo enen , 


what no Mau can know! |; bat ye che e 
Divine Pœeroand Inſpir Aion, then 
-werhate. reaſon ev — eoyhgt they 
deliver in he Name of Od for. Di 
vine Doctrine. And if any Revelati- 
on be ſo delivered to us, as that it 
cannot be proved falſe, but we are 


obliged 1 in reverence to the Divine At- 
 mihutes 


. 


AA 'Conſutation on 10 ole 

ütes 10 eceive it m God; 
E. müfk be aden Mer arte God 
«can be ſup 
and his own Attributes, as well as to 
1 {15141 * 99. $1911 li bas 21011 
elf. Ent liou; does chis-appear to 
be the Caſe in Queſtion? 

bn. It would be tedious now to 
ialiſt upor 
lars Tcwill inſtance but in one Ar- 
tele of dur Faith, and it ſhall be that 
6 Chriſt's '-Reſurtettion from the 
Dead hieb as St. Paul argues, is a 


Hit 1 * 


ke oüt f the Truth of our Saviour's 


eſurtectibn beyond all Contradiction, 


'? ſußpoſe you will reject no part of his 
Religion: bod 11 104 „ed 
Den. 1 ſee no Reaſon; to diſpute 


ay ching elſe, if the Reſurrection of 
proved 5 for if he 
did indeed e tom the dead What 


i de clearly 5 


eberche taugit muſt be ee 

0 True. Nis 11 ii \ DIE ITAC s NAS * 

Ji 18101 2 21. oo : 9215 VR 0 28 
ans 


J is 3 IN 6 Al 


A 21 vi 903 01 91015 
22udn 


poſed wanting to himſelf, 


the proof of all Particu- 


| Direc Evidence of the Truth of the S 
Whele Cdriſtian Religion: If can 


8 ; 5 
at 4 . 
— - # 
P - 
» a 
. L 
45 * 
* 1 L 


Mt 1 where cal Wah Setaplete- | 
: mining in the moſt Teredulois con- 
cerning the Reſurrection of Chriſt, 
it muüſt be poi” one ef theſe three 
Accounts. Either they ſuſpect that he 
Was not really dead, or that he did 
not really rife” from the dead, or, 
| that tho he was really dead, and 
Aid really rife again, het this might 
be brouglfft to patty! ſome weder 
Power than tat of GGd / 
Der. I L 


fat Chriſt! fuffered Death 


under Pontius 'PHate is affirmed, I re- 
member „ By. Tri, and bothithe 
Jews and Herthehs have all along aſ- 
lerted it: Tochter Pete Lees be no Ob- 


T ᷑OU 1 cone jeg Aiffculty 
ies in the ſecond Point, the! I Know 

te faſt Particular was tmuclr diſputed 

by the Heathens yore ores 

r I order to prove the Truth 
| 2brift's' Reſarrection, 1 Haft only 
Aueſire it may be confi dered, thats the 
o Apoſtles bee at leaſt Men of common 


Sk ine} Qin. 
Det, Their Books and bus guc- 
ceſs; Which their Dactrine has met 
with in the World, prove them to 
have been Men of common Senſe and 
Reaſon, or elſe we muſt ſay, that all 
Chiiſtians are Fools. wal whoever. 
doubted but mat Men are of the. 
ſame Natu re: 2 Vir 5 84 
br. Then uo Man can * ſuppoſed, 
to run himſelf, upon Perſecutions and 
Torments, without any Proſpect of 
Honohrz or any other Advantage, but 
merely EE? delight he takes ia 
Ealſhood, and and the pleaſure of. aſſert· 
Lies ont to:be.ſo.dearto.Men, 5 0 
was ever any Man ſo enamoured of a 
Lye, as that he was reſolved to die 
for it and would not by any Mena- 
ces or Tortures be brought to re- 
nounqe it? Men may N for 
what they think True, tho it be Falſe; 
but ſure no one Man ever ſuffered to 
all: Extremities for what he knew to 
de falſe, when he could avoid (uffer- 
ing only by deſiſtiag from ſaying it: 
much leſs could many at once dote wy 

iii ” | E . 5 ſtr: EO "4: 
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upon a feigned Storys which 
2 wn, oh to be ſuch: there never were 
| NI. to be ſuch wonderful Charms 
. 91 1 — Sica 
= ut might; not the Diſciples 
of Chriſt be, miſtaken) /and;jtbink 
. him be. be riſen” again, Wa en he was 
| not? 1% ed idenioemt 07181 aditsh 
Chr. The Diſciples of Chriſt were 
ſo; N 2 e that or pe 
aſſoon a5, he us apprehe an 
they retained no ; of; his: Reſfur- 
rection, when he was le Fut ne- 
ver any Matter of Fact met vin 
more 9 and difficulty of Relief, 
and wit h more ſeruple ande donbtfult 
nels than Chriſts Reſurrection did 
1 his on de e, Thes Wa- 
men came to the Sepulchre with full 
expectation to bnd his, dead Body 
there, and with. a deſign to -ebalm 
it z an andi noch ing eguld he agrater 
ſurprize and diſappointment to them, 
5 55 mils of it. Aſſopm as it Was 
d. St. Peter and St. Jol v that the 
Boa y, was taken away, they ranewith 
haſte and AMIZmgne (9! inform them. 
9010 _ ves 


—— bh 


felves/ of ſo ſtrange an Rceident; be- 
ing come to the Sepulchre they ſaw 
the Liden'Clothes-wrapt up and laid 
in order, neither taken away with the 
Bodi Ji nor thrown! ande In haſte” or 
far burdiſpoſed'of; in ſuch a man- 
ner, as if all the leiſtre and all the 
deliberation imaginable had been uſed 
about it. This nevertheleſs gave no 
2 to the reſt of the Diſci- 
tes ; the tfeyiſaw him, aud heard 
ſeourſe te thein; they were di- 

amel _— while "and did not 
pretty Jews Th but Wendred when 


eychad 1 upon his Hands and 
gb and he commanded' tliem to 


doch did Handle A Wosnds „and 
did / at alt ee e before 
they were confirmed in their Belief. 
St. Tbhmas was ſo incredulous, that 
nothing which all the Teſt could ſay to 
him prevailed with him, but he wonld 


not beo perfwaded of the Truth of 
Obriſts Refurrection, fill he had thruſt 


his Finger into the Holes, which the 
Nails had made in his Hands and 


Peet! when he Was” faſtned to the 
Is! Cross, 


k Croſs, and wich che Spear ud . | 
5 {ide ,- juſt before he was taken 
from it. n e en Fir) 
VDeiſt. If the Diſcipdes thewbelves 
were ſo hard of- Belief What wonder 
is it, if others be ſos ar this diſtance of 
Time 2 1997984 ene en einde - 9c 
br. They were ſuſſered: to be thus 
doubtſul that there might be no lon- 
ger any room for doubts in others, 
when they had once Is 
ſince they proceeded with all the 


CQaution, and uſed all che Means for 


their Satisfaction, that the greateſt lu 
fidel could have done, if heed been 
ia their place: for what; would any 
Inſidel demand or deſire to have; been 
done more than as done by them 2 
ber heard him ſpeak, and knew his 
Voice, they ſa w they touched him, | 
they, ſaw his Wounds; and put their 

Hands mo them. What could they 
O More 2 They did eat and drink 
with. him, they converſed wich him 


fo 


. Dy Thad hrs 97 1 A pn” 06a 


1 


. Duft. ;ut they were but ker in num- 


Wie E > ite iir 4a. 4 


Cb. That is not 10 the pr b 


rection, be they few or many, could 
be deceived in what they witneſſed: 


But at a" general Appearance of the 


Diſciptes in Galle; 5 he Was ſeen by 
above ſi ve . at once ho met 
tiere purpoſely by his Appointment, 
and 1 did not 3 on the 
ſuddenf and by ſurprize, but went 
*o take all, the notice, and 
make all the obſervation, that it was 
poſſible for them to. do. And Galilee 
was' the plare; where be was beſt 
known, Where he had preached: moſt, 
arid lived Jongeſt'; and theſe were 
the Petſons, who had there been moſt 
intimate and familiar wich win; before 
his! Death. 1345 03 n 
Deiſta Butrmicbinks his Reſin T 

on should een as an as his 
n { 5 3163 75 en 


Point: the Queſtion before us is, whe- 
ther theſe Witneſſes of Chriſt's Reſur- 
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Cr. It was as publick, tho not in 
it lelf, yet in the evident Effects 

die of it. Miracles e 
wrought. in the midſt of 
ſelf, 400 all over Fudea, a mas 
nia, and in all the known f Arts Ge! the 
Earth, by thoſe who profeſſed them- 
ſelves to de Witneſſes of our 'Saviour's 


Reſurrection, and declated, that 97 


| pt all their Eaton Works 
Dei Ie wil ind d be Acid 
1 48 85 TE 


hr. Yes Never any | 
* f Vorid was. er foved,” 
with more e 
Witneſſes, who cpuld 
thing g. but were ſure to 156 


1 


"even | 
Like it lf; by cheit . 
Was not requi ed of them to fetract 
what; they had ſaid ; if they would 
but have been ene he} 44 ſecured 
themſelves from danger; but they 

a „Kaul not deſiſt they 9 1 10 

pul lickly,norwichſtandir 


193 B73 H 


fly 301 912K 


8 S eg for Preach- 
ing, this Doctrine, and nothing but 
ad could put a ſtop to their preach- 
4 3 1 Aae that ſurvived, were 
ſtil athe, more couragious and reſolute 
to preach h.the ſame. Doctrine for which 
others had  ſnffered. Here was no 
We of Authority, no. Conſtraint or 
ear. of; any Power or Force, no 
emptatlon of 9 2 bay» >-at or 

ö IEN this VV OT. can 

8 ps SEP KY al |. theſe, 5 the Be- 
ty Article was, received and 

ed b y Means as ſtrange as the 


| Jou know. , hy be wh 
905 oe e proves. no- 


* be 5 but What! ſay, is 18 FM 
the A \p fuß ee el 9 77 and =. 
006 abliſhing their 

n, knowle: ed 850 . * they IP abſo- 
| y ce Mie big they! delivered, 
aud 1 55 delivered it in miraculons 
. Tongues and Gifts of the Holy Ghoſt | 
o.the face of their very Enemies, that 
ad. a little before crucified him, whom 


Tn] 1 8 


bo 


they affirmed to be riſen/from the dead ; 
and teſtified it in all Places, and be- 
fore all People. But deſides; the di- 
fret Proof in che proper Bridence of 
| the Fact, nevet any Matter of Fact has 
had more conſtant and univerſal Me- 
mmorials of it, than the e h 
Hur Bleſſed Saviour has ha. 
BA : Deiſs. What Memorials NIIielg nie 
Chr. I mean the Memorial of it e- 
very year in the Obſervation of Eaſter, 
and 4 Weekly Memorial of it every 
„ | S$, 4 AFR D190 
| Dei But the Obſervaticn of Eaſter 
zs a diſputed Point. 
ehr. Thei Law fufneſs of {irs Qbſer- 
vation has been diſpnted, but net the 
Fact; and that, which I contend for, 
ig that in Fact, Eaſter has been obſer- 
ved in Remembrance of Chriſt S:Re- 
ſurxection, from the very time of his 
_ Riling-from the dead Aerius was 
the 55 Perſon in ancient times, that 
ppoſed the Obſervation of Eaſter, and 
bis fingularity herein ſerves tio prove 
10 us the Antiquity, and the uni verſal 
A Wen inthe Church, of the "on 


2 ; Nan 


tom of Oelebrating this Feſtivat. 


nd ſince his Innovation; the Law- 


fineſs of Obſerving Eaſter has never 
been called e till of late, 


dy a few Diſſenters from the practice 
of the Church of Chfiſt in all Ages 
and Nations. And I wiſh they would 
conſider, how far this ſuperſtitious 
Singularity tends to extirpate, as much 
as in them dies; the memory 40 the 
Gteat Article of our Faith, | 
vin fla dur whole deen ito 
J 7 "Mz 
Hoe er in the Pricittive Foal 
Ch. There were Diſputes about FY 
Time of its Obſervation”; but never 
any concerning the Lawfulneſs of it, 
dut by Aeris, 48 1 told you, who 
Was 48 fingular in this, as in other 
chings. All Cbriſtian Churches wefe 
agreed both in the Law fulneſs _ - 
the Amiquity-of its Obſervation ; 
9 7 diſagreed in the Time of thy . 
ing Eater, which is a Confirmation, 
that it ever had been, and ever o ghe 
00 * obſerved, becauie that was * 


\ 4 I ; 
* - 
6 A. Brie Co | 
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8 f i 4 * 
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on all ſides, or elle this Diſpute al 
never have been. 
Deiſt. How came there 6 haven 


any Difference | about the ime of 
Eaffer ? 
Chr. It appears from the Als of 


the Apoſtles and other Books of the 
New "Teſtament, that great condeſcen- 
| fions were made by the Apoſtles to 
the Infirmities of the Jewiſh 5 A 
whereupon the Chriſtians of the. leſſer 

2 75 and the parts adjacent Kept pb eir 
Eater on the Fourteenth. y.of,t 
Moon, which , is the 8 * ew- 
ith Palſover. , But in al other ys 
as well as Jn e Welt, they did not 
| keep it on the rt Jaw. hüt de- 
Prey it till the Sunday following, 
and bla med the Kück as 5 x 
_zers. Pur the Proceedings ore this 
Controverſie, as we find in the 1 
tles .of Poly he 20s e 0 
were held oy, Fas XY jon, are an 
unanſwerable Argument, that ſome Day 
in Remembrance of C Chriſt's s. Reſurre- 
crion had „* been yearly _ 

ve 


>. 


e not g rreat 


* 


colating the exa day? "'E 
has, Cocke, any. Inconvenience 
. ycles, or Tables for find- 
18 * 40 b Or. 4, certain Number of 
Years, Were compoſed : a Cycle was 
ade by Diſciple to Tres, 
hundred years 


, of Chan, cak 
; years: And o- 
ave, been made — 
them probably by Cle- 
n „And in f deceed- 
pes 4 livers: Cycles, were made by; 
any Difficulty in a. Point o 
ture, ;- 4 ane N wy 8 
| what was the End of all; 
this Blige A 
ee a 0 po e ee 


be always the firſt 81 
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F J 7 OT by bis inter 0 
put an End to the Contentions uw 
Aue about this Controverſie 5 
Time. And it x It Was 
the Council of Nice „that 
ſhould be kept not on the Fourteenth 
day of the Moon, but 22 the Sundey 
ie, and that Ay, ſhould 


firſt Full Moon, 2 ip Se 
the . and that 11 che e 
Moon ne on a Sunday, Eaſt — 1 da 
ſhould de the Sunday after. I NEO 1 
cree all Gr mad 04 ; pri- 
vate Men ſtood out, they were known- 
by the diſtinction of Quarto 

in Aſtro- 


De, But was the Skill 
nomy of the Men in thoſe Times 

| RG xe Day- preciſely, wy 

theſe Rules ?, ab: 1 5 .S 44 A ini hny 


| Biſhops of Alexandria' were appoint- 
ed. 4 the Council of Nice; to ſend 
out their Paſchal Epiſtles every year, 
to. give an account to other Churches, 
in What Month, and what Day off. the 
Wonth Eater fell. Deiſt. 


r 


ſeems, u 


Mes * , ne 6 95 4 N 
1 * . 3 
* 4 * ; 
- * 
* 
p 


But how could che Biſhops ps 
Church give rimely Notice to 
[ the ether Churches in Chriſten- 9 


ally in time bf / War, ot 
other Accidents: FLOP... of, 


erefore it was Arete that 


er \Pachat Epiſtles ſhould be ent; 


155 the boginnibg of each year ; wh 


cb te ris 1 


5 ban give Notice of Ea ere day for |} 
| E ay followin ng. Afterwards the MF 
iche of eee, drew up Paf- 
cl Fables for Ninety five | 5 
| at "Faſt Dior as” 
We now uſe; 
erben he Cycle f 'Nineteerl 1 
years and e Golden Num- 5 4 
bed ts ter the "Day -of the New 


2 


ee an ere Mont, pon "which @  Þþ 


the finding Eaſter 9 8 e e 
Deift. Fete Was Sreat care taken ED 
indeed and this Was a Matt. er; it 


%. 


- 


ways eee _— 


. e 


1 Ant Memorial of 4 


the great Article and Foundation of 


0 


4 Brief Confatatin'of Da 


our Faith. PFobyerates in his Epiſtle 


to Nor +6ſtified. that St. Phil and 


St. John obſerved: Eaſter; ; and St. L. 
renews, a Diſciple of St. Polytary ; Vin 


tis Epiſtle to the ſame*Biſkdp, fays, 


that Polycarp obſerved Eaſter wich St. 


John and the other Apoſtles", / witty 


| whom he converſed. And cher Pa” 


chal Epiſtles were in uſe before this 
Controyerſie" wich Victor Biſhop of 


Nome aroſe. No wonder kherefore 
that che 'Chriſtians in all ſucceeding 
Times were very eircumſpect And ex- 
act in a ching, RAY they Had Apo- 
ſtolical Example for their Külle. Tea | 


De 7. 
difference amoſg 


At 18 5 there” not ſtill a 
>h ma in th 


time 


of e Eſt aok e 


Cr. This is b OR by: the New 
cv” Old Style: for tho” both follow. 


the Rule ordained by'the Counciltof 


e yet the difference between the 


Two! "Styles makes i "iripoſſible, that 


thoſe” Who keep to the Old Style 
thould' n date their N * 


„ EL # 


on che Game, Pit ith: 5B. of hoſe, | 
who follow the New Style. 8 
Det. Hoy can they follow: the 
ſame Rule q andy Jet not phſerye! the : 
ame day? SGi 9 0 4 
Gr. The Rule his chat Eater NN 
be kept the firſt Sunday r 
Full Moon, after the 27ſt of March, 4 
which was the Vernal Equinox at 
= time of the Council of Nice. 

But the New Style counting 11 Days 
before the Old, the 21ſt of March by 
the Ney style muſt be IT Days be» | 
tore che 2 80 March by 8} 3 
Style. 80 that when JJ 
Moon falls on any of choſe 11 Days, 4 
Which make the difference between 8 = 


the Ney and Old Styles, Eaſter muſt 
fall ſooner according to the New - = 
Style than according 32A the Old; But 2 
otherwiſe; it is on the ſame ey Day accord- 1 E I 
; Styles: 52 iahi0 7 8 1 
„ Deitf. This is an intricate. Panel 
and hof few. Chriſtians are able to 1 


underiggd Cycles, Paſchal e 175 8 „ 4 
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70 4 Brief Confutotion of Dei. 
Hr. Muy Argument doth not 18. 
quire, that theſe Matters ſhould be 
underſtood by the generality of Chri- 
ſtians, but it ev identls $1 proves: from | 
| theſe Particulars; that oe |Chriſtiansof 
all Ages have with the greateſt care 
A4 nd ſolemnity obſerved à day every 
year in Memory of Chriſt's Reſur- 
rection, that the Apoſtles, who! were 
Witneſſes to his Reſurrection, firſt 
Alinſtituted this Obſervatjon as a ſtand- 
; ing Teſtimony to all Ages in the 
IS yearly Feſtivals and Soſemmmies of 
tdttmheir Worſhip. Eafler, for many A- 
ges, was the moſt ſolemm Time for 
A Andes often as either of theſe Sa- 
_ craments is received they bring to 
on the whole Matter, that no great- 
er Care has ever been taken About 
any thing, than concerning Eater; 
SE #that Chriſtians al ways have looked up- 
© PQ it as of negeſſaryObſervation z that 


— 
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Brief Confutation of Deiſm. 71 
when they diſputed. the Time, they N 
were all agreed in the thing it ſelf; 
that they made Decrees and Rales, and i 
go wenge labour and care too Wow 
in athiag of this moment. 
Dei. But how is Sund ay tooa Memo- 
rial of Chriſt's Reſurrettion 2 Tk . 
Cue. Becauſe he roſe from the dead | N 
on the firſt day of the Week, in 
remembrauce whereof, Chriſtians from 
the fu ſt Propagation of the Goſpel 1 
have always had their publick and 
dolemn Worſhip. on this day of the 
Week s whereas the Day for the Jew- FOE 
:4h Worſhip, you know, was the 
3 One day in ſeven was _ 
: nel O geen, dut the laſt 929 
bdof the ſeven was to be obſerved in 
vremembtance of the Creation, and the 
firſt of the ſeven days in remembrance 
0f Chriſt's Reſurrect ion 
_ 'Deift- Do you. ſay, this Was Sm 
oObſerv 'dby ee, FELT 


3 bs 2008 t 1 


18111 7 1013 8 * CY the 


# 5 
, me 2 BY 7 . s 


4B Bric Calls _ 1 


br. Tes, from the very begin- 
ning, We rcad that St. e 10 
the Spirit on the. Lords dag, (Rex. N 
10. or, on the Day obſerved in 
temembtance of our. Lord ; and that 
this Day, Which was ſet apart t for 
the Chriſtian Worſhip, was dey HT 
we know from the expreſs words ot 

Tuſtin Martyr. © And now day all 
things together, and ee me, 
Whether any Matter of Fact, ingthe 
World has been better. teſtifſed than 
the Reſurrection Xt hriſk{1and_{con+ 


ſequently than the C . — ry 
on, the IR, 1 of - 


It w infalli proved b 
ſes * firſt, 55 pon; by Wine: 


down to us by 4 cODtipued ſuccef. 
ſive Teſtimony 0. this day. bit 5 
| Teſtimony, Di 8 17 

* Martyrs, and 485 ; Hiſtories of 
all Ages and Nations, and preſerved 
by Je and weekly. Feſtivals, which 
have been, and ſtill are . in all 
Parts of the War. Ke! 

| Og Dil | 


4 Brief Confutation of Di 


Dep NA wuſt acknowledge that 12 
the beſt way ; Which the Heathens 
could conte > ' preſerve the Re- 5 
memhranee of any y great Action, Was 
te appoint Feſtivals and ſolemn Aﬀem- 
blies in memory of it. . 
br. But you cannot, bot ; at "ke 5 1 
fame t ie acknowledge, that never 3 
any Memorial of any Action or E- | 
vent among the Heathens has. been 
o ufinterrupted, fo laſting, and ſo 
univerfal as theſe of 1 Chriſtian 
Faith. Theſe are ſtan ing Monu- 
ments, and a conſtant”, perpetual 
Teſtiteny, Which furvives. the; firſt 
Witneſs; and by a Succeſſion of Li- 
ving Wittieſſes deſcends to frier 
ii Al future Ages. 


Hes. It was not, 1 confels, alto- gn 


geitner demed by the Heathens in ihe — 
firſt Ages" ef che e that Chriſt = 


they ulligned” sReftrreion Boas 
0 e e Wi God. p 
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al Brief Confutetion. Da. 
Chr, They did ſas but how; un- 
reaſonably they did it, you may jndge 
For: certainly, when the Soul is de- 
5 parted, out of the Body, it muſt be 
| at God's: diſpoſal , and 18 tO be ad- 
Fad ged by him to à ſtate of. Re- 
Wards or Puniſhments, and therefore © 
none but God himſelf can xemand 
it back, to become again united to 
the Bod] e dam which it was ſepara- 
bi. Bus 1391 T 53) nn nino 
Dei. Our ien informs us but 
üittle of the State of Souls after 
Death, and we know not what Pow- 
er may be een to Angels or 
wicked Spirits in reference, to] Souls 
departed. 1604.29.02 ee oidw 
Fkk. This at Jeaſt werknow:gothat 
Cbriſt declared himſelfato be the Son 
of God, that he introduced a New 
Religion, into the World, and that 
as an aſſurance to all Men of the 
Truth of What he had, taught, he 
declared often, and publickliy, that 


he would 5 again ae he had 
been ope death, and 


— 


4 Brief Conſutation of Dilſan, 


he would riſe from the Grave pre- 
ciſely on the third day. We know 
likewiſe, that he Are he would —_ 
impower his Diſciples, by the Miſ- 
ſion of the Holy Ghoſt; to do the 
1 Miracles | Now all this co- 
ming t 0 paſs exactly, „as Chriſt had 
foretold'; is an infallible Argument 
of the Truth of whatever he had 
_ delivered, For can we imagine it 
cConſiſtent with the Truth, and Good- 
neſs; and juſtice of God to permit 
. things to be fulfilled in the 
vey: manner and circumſtances , , in 
hich Chriſt had before ſaid, 
ſhould come to paſs, unleſs Nova N 
which was to be confirmed by the 
accompliſhment | of” theſe Predictions, 
had been true? Do not the Refur- 1 
rection of Chriſt , and the Teſtimo- +. 
- "my and Miracles of the Apoſtles, in 4 
the Nature and in all the Particu- a 
dars of them, concur: to enforce our 
Belief, and r it of us in 
the Name of and by his Au- 
* 2 But to think that er 
ufer 
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+, 
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ty but to disbelieve i 7; alben e 


there are many 


; cited. 3180 7175 ttt ke 11 


4 37 
farce) to be ee What 
we are obliged in honour and obe- 
dience to him to believe upon chis 
Authority, is to thitik he can Oblige 
us to believe; a Lie. /wer\receive: 
tie Witneſs.\of Men, the Witneſs 27 


Gad i, greater: . becakiſe kin. i the 
Muneſi of God, which be bath teiti- 


fred of bis Sol Hie that believes In 
the Jon of God bath thie Mane: in 
binmſelf . be that beljeveth uo God,; 
fuib made him 4 Har, rhepabſe; be be 
lieveth not the:: Record that 


F bir Sen (1 John 2, 9, 1). 'To 


Oed gude 


believe the Goſpel of Chtiſt, is t. 
bear Witneſs to the Divine Veract 


God the Lie g for as ſure as he is 


true; the Goſpel is true allo. E Ale 


Dei. After all; yen have ſaicl, 


things in the *Sctip- 
tures eee are hard to he recdn-· 


70} ber 


(Chr, 'Ts- Ie not ſo in all 


"Sc World? Do you u tlie ale 
Hiſtories that relate the Bets of A- 
120 > lexander 


1 Din 
Klan the Great, and of oe Cer 
it Wogen af 553 Tees | 
BFC 
Ab. Becauſe they bake been un 
ed with Abſfurdities and Contradicki- 
ans by fäncifal Men. Jſaue Vorus 
in his Writings againſt F. Simon, 


mentions, that he had converſed 
with a Man; ry Who was prudent in 
other thängs, and of great eſteem | 


and authority wich his Friends; 3 but 
who told him, that after the ſtudy 


and confideration of many years, he 
ball compoſed a large Diſſertation | 
C#ſars) Commentaries ' of the 


fahle War; in Which he had by 
imvincible Arguments ptoved all, that 
is contained in theſe Books, to (be 
falſe ; and he had beſides fully "ſhown, 
that Cee, ar never paſſed the hs, nor 
had>1o* much as ſeen Gaul. And 
being asked What Authorities he 
had to reduce in the Caſe ; | he 
ered , That de proved all by 


anſw: 


Senſe is more * 4 chonfand Wit⸗ 


* * KY * LS, 8 neſſes. 


Ritional Arguments, and that good 
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- verſies. and Difficalfies in'-&very”"Art 


. he nad becauſe ſome "NO 


4 Brief Coifarante of ehe, 
veſſes. Our Christian Faith is foun- 
ded upon Matter of Fact, but if the 
little Surmiſes and Fancies f Men 
etending to Reaſon, and fond o 
iagularity, muſt de admitted b 0 
fore the cleareſt Evidence; there is 
an end of all: certainty i in any NM. 


ter of Fact. At this rate a Man 1 


might muſter up all che old Argu- 
ments againſt Antipodes , and bring 
abundance of Demon ſtrations to 
prove, that, let Travellers ay What 
they will, there can be no (ach place 
a ee ein in ines 


Det. But how, many Cobtrver. 


fs are there in Religſonük 


Chr. And ate there not Conte. 


and Science? Conſider, hother this 
Way of ar 239 leads you; and yo 
will ſoon it can end in no- 
thing , batt: pr thn ht Scepticiſtn. 
For, if when any "bing has 1155 
clearly proved by "ire and proper 
Arguments, you ſuſpect the Tauch 


may 
be 


A Brief Confutation of Deifm. 


be 


Evidence, whereby it is proved ; 

o mult upon the ſame: Principles 
lieve- neither your Eyes, nor your 
Ears, nor any of our Senſes , be- 


cauſe... there is no ſenſe, by Which 


vou may not be deceived. , or which 
23 — 2 abundance of Difficulties 
xplication of it 
. Philoſophy. QE 
05 Beit. But after all, you cannot de 
Vi that there are infinite Errors in 
the World. „and there is nothing 
ſo abſurd , but it has been obtruded 
of Men, under the 


ro) n 259 


4, 


l, Obſerve , WO elsech u, Kade 


| many: falls. and. abſurd: Regions: in 
the. Work, from whence. you con- 


is-juſt. as muck: to the purpoſe, as if 


o Knaves aud Fools: in the Wort 


therefore there * neither a Wile 
<> | nor 


« 
— — 
” 4 


Fee which do not take off 


von . 


8 of ſome: Religion or o- 5 


Argument, here are 


1 ſhonld fay, there are abundance 


nor an Honeſt 
bope, vou and 
from being either. 


= 5h |. diſtin guiſhed 
=. - FE L „ undoubtediy the g 
= - xc 1555 Errors L e | A 


„ how: ( 9 
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latter of 


. 


right way, 
FE are o many wron 
Would vo think .c 0 


Br no * Messe Wet 8 
there are ſo many Diſeaſes in the 
World? 7775 5 

Det. But Men of parts ade . 
ing , you know, are never wont to 
= ſo tame and credulous , 28 0. 

we” I am not for gerfivnlings any 
Nan to be either tame or credu- 
lous: but I muſt needs ſay, that 
you: that talk boldly, or . read, 
or pethaps write much, have not 
always the ſoundeſt Judgment, or 
the beſt. Morals. And to ſpeak "free- 
y Il never could diſcern much 
Learning in an Atheiſt © Deiſt. 
Some feem to deal wich el Scrip- - 
cures , as the poor Indian did with 
1 Breviary, who opening it, turn- 
ed over the Leaves very buſi ly, and 
at laſt threw it to the Ground, 
ſaying, „It told him no ſuch things, b 
_ as” Had been related to him out of 
it. Do not ſome Men uſe the Bi- 
ble with as little Diſcretion or Re- 
mm ts there thing remark- 
„„ 


*8F, 
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hey an 118 Rant „ 0 vain Boaſt 
and the moſt ignorant pretence to. 
Reaſon ,_ that ever appeared. in any 
Cauſe? When you expect an coi 
gument, they 3 a Jeſt perhap 
at leaſt they aim at one, and t 
laugh at . But for any Man 
think to bear down manifeſt Truth 
by ignorant Noiſe and Confidence, 
is as if he would put out. the Sun 
by winking, or make a Demonſtra- 
tion falſe = Mimick Face and Ge- 
ſture. Fools, they ſay, are known 
by looking wiſe, and a little Philo- 
ſophick Cant, and a Rabble * * 
up an Atheiſt or Deiſt. 

. Deiſs. Theſe are hard Words. 
Cr. Not that 1 would iden: this 
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